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THE ITALIAN MANDOLIN: its evolution, nomenclature and types :
1. Mandola or Mandolla 3x2+1 gut strings ¢c.1650 Venezia, Anonymous by 8. Colascioncino
2a. Mandolino 3x2+1 gut strings 1680 Cremona, Antonio Stradivari E _ " (a tre corde)
2b. Mandolino 3x2+1 gut strings 1690 Perugia, Pietro A. Gavell 1. Mandola Alex Timmerman italy. From ¢.1650
2c. Mandolino 5x2 gut strings 1702 Perugia, Pietro A. Gavelli or until c. 1770.
B
2d. Mandolino 6x2 gut strings 1726 Roma, Benedetto Sanbretto Mandolla _ 2 or 3 single
2e. Mandolino 6x2 gut strings 1797 Milano, Giuseppe Presbler [taly. From ¢.1650 2. Mandolino gut strings.
: : _ i ] ltaly. From ¢.1670t0 ¢.1800. 4, 5 and 6 double gut .
3. Chitarra battuta (5/6) 7x2 metal strings c.1750 Central Italy, Anon. tilc.1760. 3x2+1lor ¢ Played fingerstyle
4a. Mandolino Genovese 6x2 metal strings c. 1755 Genova, Cristiano Nonemacher 4x2+1 strings of lamb | strings. Played fingerstyle and after ¢.1765 also with or with a plectrum
4b. Mandolino Siciliano 4x3 metal strings c.1760 Sicilia, Anon. gut. Played mainly a plectrum made from the wood made of the wood
5a. Mandolino Napolitano 4x2 metal strings 1759 Napoli, Cavaliero Bonifacio fingerstyle. ofthe c-herrytree. of the cherry tree.
5b. Mandolino Napolitano 4x2 metal strings 1771 Napoli, Donatus Filano Tuned in fourths: Tuned in fourths. Tuned in fifths or
: : : b . : L 3x2+1strings=e’e’-a’a’-d"d” - g"(g”)
5c. Mandolino Napolitano 4x2 metal strings 1790 Napoli, Giovanni B. Fabricatore bb-ee-aa-d fourths.
5d. Mandolino Napolitano 4x2 metal strings 1829 Napoli, Pasquale Vinaccia gg-bb-ee-aa-d 42+ =bbee~aa-d'd"g"(g")
6a. Mandolino Romano 4x2 metal strings c.1750 Roma, Anon. bx2 =gg-bbee-aa-d d 99 1650
6b. Mandolino Romano 4x2 metal strings c.1755 Roma, Gaspare Ferrari Lnd
6c. Mandolino Romano 4x2 metal strings c.1750 Roma, Anon (G. Ferrari)
7a. Mandolino Milanese 6x1 gut strings c.1795 Milano, Anon.
7b.  Mandolino Milanese 6x1 gut strings ¢.1825 Milano, Anon.
8. Colascioncino Southern Italy (2 or) 3x1 gut strings c. 1655 Southern Italy, Anon.
9a. Mandolino ‘a quattro corde singole’ 4x1 gut strings c. 1700 Venezia, Anon.
9b. Mandolino ‘a quattro corde singole’ 4x1 gut strings 1761 Brescia, Carlo Sauli 3. Chitarra Battuta
10a. Mandolino Cremonese (Breciano) 4x1 gut strings ¢.1795 Cremona, Anon. taly. From ¢.1715 on-
10b. Mandolino Cremonese (Bresciano) 4x1 gut strings 1799 Cremona, Matteo Scolari .
| | | | wards. Played fingerstyle
11a. Mandolino Napolitano moderno 4x2 steel strings 1891 Napoli, Gaetano Vinaccia or with a feather quill. Of
11b. Mandolino Napolitano moderno 4x2 steel strings 1900 Napoli, Raffaele Calace ;
great importance for the
11c. Mandolino Napolitano moderno 4x2 steel strings 1910 Napoli, Raffaele Calace
| | development of the metal-
11d. Mandolino Napolitano moderno 4x2 steel strings 1921 Napoli, Raffaele Calace strung mandolin types. | 1680
12a. Mandolino Romano moderno 4x2 steel strings 1888 Roma, Giovanni de Santis . . 9. Mandolino
Especially with regard to _
12b. Mandolino Romano moderno 4x2 steel strings 1865 Roma, Antonio Petroni : _ ‘a quattro corde singole’
the inner construction: the
12c. Mandolino Romano moderno 4x2 steel strings 1897 Roma, Giovanni de Santis Italy. From ¢c.1710
upwards bended soundboard |
12d. Mandolino Romano moderno 4x2 steel strings 1899 Roma, Giovanni B. Maldura . to ¢.1800. 4 single
to withstand the down- |
12e. Mandolino Romano moderno 4x2 steel strings 1905 Roma, Luigi Embergher gut strings.
wards pressure of the _
12f. Mandolino Romano moderno 4x2 steel strings 1927 Roma, Luigi Embergher vat) strings L Played with a plec-
13a. Mandolino Lombardo 6x1 gut strings ¢.1900 Milano, Carlo Albertini "' Il trum made of the
13b. Mandolino Lombardo 6x1 gut strings c.1900 Milano, [Pietro Armanini] ¢ ¢ H' wood of the cherry
& STl S it e s T s 4
14. Mandolino Bresciano 4x1 gut strings ¢.1900 Milano, Carlo Albertini ;’*“14*” — T e e - tree.
s Bt : - ' - Tuned in fifths:
g-d-a’€” 1730
4a. Mandolino Genovese
Italy. From ¢c.1735 to c.1775. \)
Played with a feather quill. )
Tuned in fourths: i
ee-aa-d’d’-g’g’-b’b’-e”’e”’ 5. Mandolino Napolitano 6. Mandolino Romano
italy. From ¢.1750 to c.1860. 8 1taly. From c.1750 8. 1750
Played with a feather quill. " to ¢c.1860. 7. Mandolino Milanese
4b. Mandolino Siciliano _ S -E _ 10. Mandolino Cremonese
—y —— Bronze and gut stringed. % & Played witha j Italy. From ¢.1790to
\:/aa :;s rslm C'd _th"”' o B8 ieather quill. o c.1870. taly. From ¢.1790to 1790
f ﬂ'] aye.” W Bronze and & 6 gut strings: 3 silver c.1870. 4 strings
?_ ead .e-r qu;v '_ gut stringed. wound onssilk /gutand 3 of plaingut.
un;dj;ﬁ {t ’ S’ o made of plain gut. | Played with a
gg —— % Played fingerstyle or with ﬂ | plectrum made
! M ; a plectrum made of i of cherry wood.
| ' ' cherry wood. o Tuned in fifths:
,.ﬂ: Tuned in fourths: g-d-a’-e”
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The Mandolino Napolitano
and
the Mandolino Romano
share the same tuning in fifths:
gg_d}d}_a}a}_e}}e}}
. 1830
13. Mandolino Lombardo
- | /Italy. Fromc.1875
R {11 to ¢.1930. 14. Mandolino Bresciano
i i 13 (e 6gutstringsand  |taly. From (
11. Mandolino Napolitano Moderno 12. Mandolino Romano Moderno Elfmlé# ! ':_ i ™ aved with a . |
1 Both types from ¢.1860 until today. | WERRER D @l Pectummade 4 gutstrings
4x2 strings of bronze and steel. Played with a tortoise shell plectrum. ofcherrywood.  played with a
n}* Nowadays with a plectrum made of celluloid or plastic. Tunedinfourths:  plectrum made
3 Eiq ({‘:ﬁ g-be-a-d™-g”  ofcherry wood.
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Both the Mandolino Napolitano Modemo

and the Mandolino Romano Moderno
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share the same tuning in fitths: gg-d’'d-a’a’-e”e
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